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Introduction

How to use this book
This Student Book is designed to support your classroom study ppall  Pre-reading:

of An Inspector Calls. The setting of An

. . . . Inspector Calls -
It offers an integrated approach to studying English Literature and Britain in 1912

English Language, to help you prepare for your AQA GCSE exams.

: | English Literature

This book can be used as a 10-week programme, if desired, or
dipped into throughout your course or for revision.

English Literature - (T |
The book includes two pre-reading chapters to introduce some ¢
of the play’s key contexts and concerns.

Five chapters then guide you through the play in depth, with
activities to build your understanding of the plot, themes,
characters, language and structure of the play.

At the end of your reading, two whole-text revision chapters revisit
key themes, characters and contexts to help you form your own
interpretations of the whole play.

Each chapter opener page clearly

shows you what you will read

1912: Class and women o and explore for English Literature

and for English Language.

‘What was life like for working-class women in 19122
n 2
o ut the

of
Jomen n 1912 will hlp.

Literature lessons help you to
|____engage with key scenes from
the play, building your analysis
skills.

Finally, Chapter 10 focuses on your Paper 2 English Literature exam.
Three practice questions are provided, with guidance to help you
plan and write effectively. Sample responses with commentaries
show you the difference between a clear and well-explained and

a convincing, analytical response.
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Student B

THroughout An lﬂspzct estiey presents Mrs Birling
as anunsympanhg:\‘ch:racn;r depicting her as a rather
cold woman' whose interactions with every other character,
including her own husband, appear both critical and lacking
in empathy.

01 - effective

rt
explanation

L 01-3 perceptive

negativity of the upper classes and their views of the
lower classes in order to criticise the class divide still
present n 1946,

and text

202 and A01 -

by

since 1912 and her assertions appear pretentious. Even to
Priestley’s 1946 audience, her view would have been considered

Second World War.

Overall it is her snobbery and her superior attitude that make

mixed - Lo positive rather than negative effect - during the 03 el

T thoughtful
consideration
of contextual

A01 - precise
and judicious

not change. Unfortunately, the shock when she briefly looks

factors

referencesto | g piling. It seems that her inability to change despite

m_ Practice questions and

sample responses help you
to prepare for assessment.

End of chapter task

§ wniersmetvos the text L
Arthur ou're not apposed to say ouch things - Hor use s supporting preludc ot _arteal
dds a sincerity to - she iR conceptualsed
means it and wants him to listen. Clearly, these conventions. response to
h text and task
Gerald,
formality. Examiner's comment
AltenErestie/ s ettt sned e ey This is a comincingly argued AT response that confidently moves
9 v iy Aot ing de
consideration ,m o ropore s o, descriigie s ,,,SM | [ through t inking deas and explorng them thoroughly. References
of response o AO3 social context are used to support the overa ent, and
foca ‘olﬂ vr;"ﬂlum "'EV::W‘: de. ‘"su:d Z":'ﬁ;:uﬁ;é @ i egreted AO2, Priestley s use of| explored in depth, with real evidence
amination | class; Priestley's use of the adjective ‘absurd highlighte cferen )
oftheltec | e lous e des of s connection between s working thertext towards the end of the response of criical. conceptualised thinking
aglela 5 B
HE th ©  Lookat the response which you think was better. Make a st of the
‘naturally'the death of a lower class girl could have nothing to features or points that you fee! make it better.
do with her family.
A el ol
and judicious Il of snobbery AO1 - precise.
Teferences to and juicious
agirl of that sort’
would neve er sfuse mansy The noun ‘sort’ conveys text
about
Eva, not based on her actions or the facts, but on her class. She
P those girls' 202 developed
analysisand
interprtation
her. The use of this presen participle conveys the depth. oers o wrtare
methods with
‘erminalogy
130 er 10: Exarm i self 131

English Language

Each chapter also includes one or more lessons focused on building your

English Language skills.

You will read fiction and non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st
centuries. These have been chosen to enhance your understanding of the
themes and contexts of An Inspector Calls.

You will be given the opportunity to explore these texts and respond to

them by answering questions in the style of the AQA Paper 1 and Paper 2
exams. Across the book, you will practise each of the AQA question types,

including narrative, descriptive and discursive writing.

Chapter 2 « Lesson 4

Comparing 1944 to 1912 ==

How is 1912 relevant to 19447

Priestley used his work to convey ideas about society. He wanted to

deprivation, and to pr change.
In the autumn of 1944, the time of writing An Inspector Calls, he was
hoping that a new government might soon be the instrument of that
change. Priestley could have set his play in 1944 and focused on the
problems he saw around him, but instead he set the play in 1912.
‘What similarities and differences were there
between 1912 and 1944

There were similarities and differences between life in 1912 and lfe in the

© = Copythe tabe and complete i using the nformatin nthe
decing

should be placed.

politica ituation

dlass divide

rights of workers

rights of women

government provisions for its itizens

* Many people were not paid enough to survive.
+ Many female workers were sacked for going on strike.

+ Thousands of people went on strke to ask for better pay.
* Workers received a minimum wage.

* Women did not have the right to vote.

o middle i

« There was less of a divide between the classes.

+ Coundil houses were available for the poor.

* Tensions were rising before the First World War.
+ National and

though not

‘women and children.

« Socialism was rsing in popularity.

+ Women were able to vote and stand for pariiament.

« There was free secondary education for all children.

« Poor women who were unable to find work were often forced
iinto prostitution.

b I whichareas o the tble doyou think there ad been
progressbeunoen 1913 and 19447
© Inwhichreasof the tabledo you think therehad been e
progressbetween 1913 and 19447
@ Whyyou think restiey might have wanted toremind his
aonce of how tings had bean 19123 Ol s

Dramatic ironj

Setting his play in the past allowed Priestley to use dramatic irony. Thisis
2 technique where the audience knows something that the characters on
stage do not. This can change our perception of a character i they are
saying things that we know are not correct.

© nactone

English Literature

In 1912, London dockers

his family in
bout the

against the

know to be untrue. Use your knowledge of the time since 1912 to

explain why each of his statements below i incorrect.

a .. there’s alot of wild talk about possible labour trouble in
the near future. Don't worry. We've passed the worst of t.

b "...we're in for a time of steadily increasing prosperity.”

 “The Germans don't want war. Nobody wants war ...

d “...the Titanic .. unsinkable, absolutely unsinkable.”

o and

Wr Birl his
her fiancé Gerald to imagine themselves in 1940:

by that time you'll b living in a world that'll have forgotten all these
Capital versus Labour agitations and all these silly litle war scares.
There'll be peace and prosperity and rapid progress everywhere

© iscuswitha partner how the udience might have fft about
it oun Ies wihen M Brng was taking o Shells and Gereld
Concide what botn mén andwomen may hove et

Final task

© Uiing veryting that you have lerned n s chapter and
Chaptor 1 ahout 1912 and 1644, summarise the iferences

y
were made to work in

Checklist for
success

v Make statements
about the
differences
between the two
periods.

Draw inferences
about the two

<

Check your progress

2,

bRt nankiiseiion

o gencer, 2
+ I can thoughtfuly consder th reltionship between 1912 and 1944

+ National medica between the two times periods.
children.
30 Chapter 2 Pre-reading: The setting of An Inspector Call - Bitain in 1912 Lesson 4: Comparing 1944 101912 31

The closing page of each
chapter offers a longer
task on the text so far, to
build your writing stamina
for the final exam.

Language lessons will focus
on one AQA question type.
The text extracts have

been chosen to deepen
your understanding of

the events, themes and
contexts in this act of the
play. Literature link boxes
make the connection to
the play clear.
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Chapter

Pre-reading:
The context.of An

LR ~

- £
English Literature

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

You will read:

e extracts from J. B. Priestley’s
political writings.

You will explore:
J. B. Priestley’s life and concerns

the society in which An
Inspector Calls is set

the lives and roles of women
before and during the Second
World War

poverty and politics during and
after the Second World War.

English Language

You will explore:

e how to plan descriptive writing

e the use of discourse markers to
structure writing.



Chapter 1 ¢ Lesson 2

1945: War and women

10000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Assessment objective
e AO3

How did the lives and roles of women change during the Second World War?

It is important to understand the relationship between the text and
the context in which in which it was written. This will help you better
understand Priestley’s reasons for writing the play.

Priestley grew up in Bradford, where he witnessed much poverty.
Women were forced to work in factories in poor conditions for low pay.
He described how he saw ‘broken old women creep back to the mills’.
The experiences of women like this feature in An Inspector Calls.

The role of women before the Second World War

An Inspector Calls was written in 1944, during the Second World War.

0 Read the following facts about British society before the Second
World War. For each fact, write a sentence that explains what you
think the impact would have been on women'’s lives.

a

The 1902 Education Act led to the opening of over 1000
secondary schools — 349 of which were for girls.

In 1908, the vacuum cleaner was invented, although it was a
luxury item.

The 1919 Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act ruled that women
could have professional careers, including as accountants, vets
and lawyers.

The 1919 Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act ruled that women
could sit on juries and become magistrates.

In the 1928 version of the Book of Common Prayer, women
agreed to ‘obey’ their husbands in their wedding vows.

Many jobs had a ‘marriage bar’, which meant that women had
to stop working once they were married.

The role of women during the Second World War

During the Second World War, women were employed to do many of the
jobs that men had previously done.

Look at the photographs and artefacts on the next page. Write
down what each one shows and what it tells you about the lives
and roles of women during the Second World War.

Key terms

context: the social, cultural
and historical influences on
a writer, or the background
to a text

magistrate: a person who
acts as a judge in court,
dealing with less serious
crimes

Book of Common
Prayer: the official service
and prayer book used by
members of the Church of
England

14
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English Literature

= \ :
EVERY FIT WOMAN
CAN RELEASE A FIT MAN

N THE

WOMEN'S ARMY
AUX Y Ci

The pay gap between women and men

During and after the Second World War, women were paid 53 per
cent less than men to do the same jobs.

e Discuss with a partner why you think women were paid less
and what this says about the perceived value of women
during this period.

o In An Inspector Calls, we hear how the character Eva fights
for better pay for herself and the women she works with.
Is she right to do so? Discuss this with your partner.
Give reasons for your opinion.

e Imagine that you are a working woman during the Second
World War. Write a list of what you hope will happen after
the war. You might like to consider the following:

e war and peace

e yourrole at work and at home
e the attitudes of men

e your pay

e your family.

o Copy and complete the table below to show how the war affected the lives of women.
An example has been given to start you off.

The role of women before the The role of women during the How this may have affected

Second World War Second World War women
Women were meant to ‘obey’ Men were at war, so women had They might have felt that they
their husbands. to look after themselves. were able to make their own

decisions and did not need to
‘obey’ men any more.

Lesson 2: 1945: War and women 15



Chapter Act Two:
Characters
in their society

English Literature

e000000000000000000000000000000 00 ®0cc0cc00c000000000000 0

You will read:
e Act Two.
You will explore:

* how Priestley uses the character of Gerald to
comment on the society of the time

e symbolism in the character of Eva Smith.
English Language

You will read:

e an extract from a memoir from 1933 describing
life for poor working-class people
a letter sent to a magazine in 1889 arguing
against female suffrage
an article from a women'’s suffrage magazine
in 1910 arguing in favour of women having the
vote.

You will explore:

e how to analyse the effects of language in non-
fiction texts

how to compare writers’ viewpoints and
perspectives.




Chapter 5 ¢ Lesson 1

The role of Gerald

Assessment objectives
e AO1, AO2, AO3

Text references

You will have read from:

e the start of Act Two, to
where the Inspector says:
‘No. It wasn't necessary and |
thought it better not to.’

How does Priestley use Gerald to make comments about society?

Gerald Croft, part of the aristocracy

At the beginning of the play, the audience’s impressions are guided by
Priestley, and certain aspects of Gerald’s character are clearly fixed for
any director of the play:

‘Gerald Croft is an attractive chap about thirty, rather too manly to be
a dandy but very much the easy well-bred young man-about-town.’

o Note down the connotations and effects of Priestley’s choice of
‘easy’, 'dandy’ and ‘well-bred’ on the audience’s interpretation of
Gerald and his family.

e Reread the beginning of the play. Jot down any evidence you can
find that shows that Gerald is of a higher social status than Mr
and Mrs Birling.

Gerald’s views on the working class
Gerald's views on the working class seem to change depending on whether
he is talking about the class generally or Daisy Renton (Eva Smith) specifically.

e Look at the two groups of quotations below. How do Gerald’s
attitudes compare for each group?

Glossary

dandy: a middle-class
person who behaved as

if they were part of the
aristocracy and spent their
time on their appearance
and pleasure

easy: easy-going — relaxed,
calm and confident
well-bred: referring to a
person'’s family history and
their links to the upper
classes as well as their good
manners

Daisy Renton: The working class:
‘She looked young and fresh and charming.’ ‘They'd all be broke - if | know them.’
‘she felt | was interested and friendly’ ‘I know we'd have done the same thing.’

‘I was sorry for her’

o a Look at Priestley’s use of adjectives in the first set of quotations.
What do they indicate about his thoughts and feelings?

b Look at Priestley’s use of pronouns in the second set of
quotations. What is the effect of the use of ‘them’ and 'we".

e When Gerald finishes telling the story of his relationship with Daisy
Renton, he says he would like to leave because he is ‘rather more —
upset — by this business than | probably appear to be — and - well,
I'd like to be alone for a while'.

What effect does each set of dashes have in this quotation?

Key term

pronoun: a word that
replaces a noun or noun
phrase (e.g. he, she, they,
him, her)

60 Chapter 5: Act Two: Characters in their society



English Literature

Gerald’s infidelity

At the beginning of the play, Gerald tells Sheila that he had been ‘very busy at
the works’ the previous summer. At the end of Act One, however, we discover
that this was a lie, when he admits to having an affair. After hearing that

Gerald took Eva as his mistress, Sheila calls him ‘the wonderful Fairy Prince".

Do you think that Gerald is a prince or a villain? Copy and
complete the table below to assess his behaviour.

Action 'Prince’ ‘Villain’

Goes to a bar which prostitutes use to meet men.

Sees a pretty girl and looks at her.

Realises the girl needs help getting away from
Alderman Meggarty.

Tells girl she needs to leave if she is to avoid being
treated like a prostitute.

Takes her for a drink at the County Hotel.

Buys her a meal when he finds out that she is hungry.

Arranges to meet her again.

Offers her a place to go and money when he finds out
that she is homeless and penniless.

Visits her regularly and she becomes his mistress.

Breaks off the relationship and gives her money as a
parting gift.

o Werite a 300-word essay response to the following question:

How does Priestley use the character of Gerald to explore the
theme of class?

Write about:
e what Gerald says and does in the play

e how Priestley explores the theme of class through what
Gerald says and does.

Checklist for success

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Consider the benefits and expectations of Gerald’s class.
Discuss Gerald’'s views on the working class and ‘Daisy Renton’.
Think about Priestley’s views on the class divide.

Use quotations to support your points.

AN NI N AN

Analyse the effect of language.

Lesson 1: The role of Gerald 61



Chapter 5 ¢ Lesson 2

A t objecti
Who, or what, e
Text ref
is Eva Smith ? YeO)l(.l v:l(?llel::\r/.'ec::ad from:
hd e the start of Act Two, to
where the Inspector says:

‘No. It wasn't necessary and |
thought it better not to.

What does Eva Smith represent?

Priestley uses the characters in An Inspector Calls as devices through
which to explore social and political issues.

Eva Smith or Daisy Renton?
The name ‘Eva’ originates from Eve, who, according to Christian belief,
was the first woman created and the one who led Adam into sin by
eating the forbidden fruit. At the time Priestley wrote An Inspector Calls,
‘Smith’ was the most common surname in England.

o Note down why you think Priestley chose the name ‘Eva Smith’.

In the play, Eva Smith changes her name to Daisy Renton and, towards
the end of Act Two, the audience learns that she also used other names.
Gerald says ‘she wanted to be Daisy Renton — and not Eva Smith".

Discuss with a partner why you think Priestley chose to show Eva
having more than one name. Consider:

e why she might not have wanted to be Eva Smith
e the significance of her appearing as more than one person.

Eva as working class
Eva’'s experiences exemplify Priestley’s criticisms of the class divide, both
in 1912 and in 1944.

e Copy and complete the table below, considering the issues that
Eva represents and what the play suggests about Priestley’s
opinion on the topic.

Issues faced by the Quotation Priestley’s opinion and how we
working class know

They were kept in their class | ‘She knew it couldn’t last — He thinks the working class are as good
by not being able to interact | hadn’t expected it to last.’ as the middle and upper classes, as he
equally with — and in this shows Eva's behaviour as good (e.g.

case marry — people above saving money), while the behaviour of
their class. the middle and upper classes is not good.

‘Old Joe Meggarty, half-drunk
and goggle-eyed, had wedged
her into a corner with that
obscene fat carcass of his.’

62 Chapter 5: Act Two: Characters in their society



English Literature

'... she was desperately hard
up and at that moment was
actually hungry.’

‘And you used the power you
had, as a daughter of a good
customer and also of a man well
known in the town, to punish
the girl.’

‘l told the girl to clear out and
she went.’

Eva as a woman

During the Second World War, gender equality and women'’s rights came
to the fore, as women performed many traditionally ‘male’ jobs. Although
women had many more rights in 1944 than they had in 1912, they were still
not equal with men. Priestley explores these issues in An Inspector Calls.

o Consider the issues facing women that Priestley raises
through the character of Eva. Record these issues and
Priestley’s views on them in a table, like the one you
completed in Task 3. Consider the following:

Now consider Sheila’s life. As an upper-middle-class
woman, does she face the same issues as Eva?

sexual freedom

wages

financial independence
working rights

politics.

Eva Smith does not have any lines in the play. What can you infer
from the absence of her voice?

Write three paragraphs explaining how Priestley uses Eva Smith
as a device to explore either class or gender.

v
v

v

Checklist for success

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Describe Eva’'s experiences.

Analyse the effect of Priestley’s language choices in showing how
she is treated.

Use quotations to support your points.

Explain what you think Eva's purpose is in the play — what does she
symbolise?

Lesson 2: Who, or what, is Eva Smith? 63



Chapter

10

Exam practice

English Literature

You will read:

e sections from across the whole of An Inspector
Calls.

You will explore:

e how to plan your response to a character-based
question in the exam

e how to plan your response to a theme-based
question in the exam

e how to express your ideas clearly and
coherently in an essay form

how to evaluate the quality of essay responses.

j‘-—---..,.-. -



Chapter 10 * Lesson 2

Assessment objectives

Developing your iy
response

How can I do justice to my ideas through the way I write?

Your introduction

Your introduction should be a brief but direct answer to the question.
Higher-level responses will introduce a premise that makes clear what
line of argument you will follow in the rest of the essay. The example

below is a response to the question about Mrs Birling in Lesson 10.1.

Mrs Birling is presented as the archetypal upper-class woman of her time and, as a result of
her upholding the manners, traditions and values of the upper classes, her characteris very
unsympathetic. Priestley uses her character to symbolise the negativity of the upper classes
and their lack of social responsibility. Making her unsympathetic is key to the way Priestley
manipulates the audience to agree with his socialist views. Mrs Birling looks down on and
expects subservience from anyone lower down the social hierarchy, and she speaks with a
consistently superior tone of voice - despite her actions toward Eva being far from superior.
Priestley also uses Mrs Birling to criticise the inconsistent and unreliable use of charity to
support the working class in 1912 - such as the Brumley Women’s Charity Organisation that
turned Eva away due to personal prejudice. This allows Priestley toillustrate to the audience
how necessary the development of a more reliable and equitable welfare state was in 1944.

o In the student’s paragraph above, identify the following.
a aclear statement that answers the question
b aclear premise about the purpose of Mrs Birling’s character
¢ aclear explanation of the methods Priestley uses to achieve
his purpose
a second premise about the purpose of Mrs Birling’s character
a link to context.

Writing effective paragraphs
Ideally, each ensuing paragraph should include the following
(though not necessarily in this order):

e arelevant point about how Priestley presents Mrs Birling
(as unsympathetic or not)

e support for the point with reference to the text — preferably
an embedded quotation

e an explanation of the methods Priestley has used in the quotation
(e.g. stage directions, tone of voice)

124 Chapter 10: Exam practice



Exam practice

e azoom into Priestley’s language choices and their effects

e alink between the points you have made in the paragraph and
your original premise

e areference to context (where relevant).

Identify each of the features listed above, in the following
example paragraph.

Priestley makes it very clear that Mrs Birling is an unsympathetic character when he describes
her as a ‘rather cold woman'’. By using stage directions, Priestley makes this feature fixed,
suggesting that it will have a significant role in the play as it unfolds. The adjective ‘cold’ creates
the image of an unfeeling character who is not kind and loving but harsh and detached. It
indicates that she lacks empathy and this presentation through the actor would immediately
make the audience dislike her. Priestley establishes Mrs Birling as an unlikeable character from
the very beginning so that the audience will begin to judge her superiority and belief that her
class is better, despite it lacking the empathy necessary for social responsibility.

Thinking about AO4

You can improve your AO4 mark by thinking carefully about how to link
your ideas throughout your writing. There are several ways to do this:

e Refer to the play’s chronology — whether the event happens before
or after something else.

e Use a conjunctive adverbial to develop a point.
e Refer to your premise and how it is further proved by each
successive point.

e Look at your essay plan and note down how you will link each

idea.
The vocabulary choices that you make will also affect your AO4 mark.
a For each character, bullet-point a list of up to five adjectives
that describe their personality or behaviour.

b Use a thesaurus to find more nuanced words that mean similar
things. Write down any alternatives that match your thoughts
about the characters.

Now write your response in full paragraphs to the exam-style
question, based on the plan you created in Lesson 10.1.

Lesson 2: Developing your response 125





